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1842-0,  A  VERY  GOOD  YEAR 
by 

Roy  D.  Ash 

Over  the  past  ten  years  I've  observed  numerous  articles  and  comments 
in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  presenting  the  census  of  various  dates  or  the  rarity 
factors  of  certain  denominations,  or  a  combination  of  both. 

Kam's  Korner  was  the  forerunner  of  these  features,  and  the  low  survival 
rate  of  several  of  the  low  mintage  issues,  in  particular  the  New  Orleans 
mint  coins,  intrigued  me.  I  remember  other  very  informative  articles  on  the 
different  series:  D.R.  Tibbetts'  on  "CC"  issues.. .Walter  Breen's  half  dime 
essays. ..Kam's  R  factors  on  dimes. ..John  McCloskey  and  Mel  Hatfield's 
articles  on  the  rarity  of  quarter  dollars  .  .  .  Randall  Wiley's  census  on  half 
dollars  . . .  Ron  Severa  and  Bob  O'Brien's  articles  on  the  scarcity  of  seated 
dollars  .  .  .  and  Maurice  Rosen's  article  on  trade  dollars,  to  mention  just  a 
few.  I  even  submitted  my  two  cents  worth,  reflecting  my  findings  on  the 
availability  of  the  1864  half  dime. 

Over  the  years,  I  realized  that  it  wasn't  economically  feasible  for  me  to 
attempt  to  collect  all  series,  so  I  concentrated  on  the  half  dimes  and 
quarters;  and  allowed  myself  the  occasional  luxury  of  assembling  a  rare 
date/mint  set.  This  is  what  really  piqued  my  research  interests.  The  one 
date/mint  set  that  always  caught  my  attention  was  the  1842-0  issues.  What 
a  challenge  they  are  to  assemble  in  grades  above  Fine.  Looking  at  Jim 
Gray's  recent  article  on  the  1842-0  half  dime,  I  knew  just  how  he  felt  and 
the  satisfaction  he  experienced  when  he  did  find  a  nice  specimen.  This  lit- 
tle coin  is  elusive  in  all  grades  above  VG,  and  virtually  impossible  in  grades 
above  VF.  I  can  count  on  one  hand  every  1842-0  half  dime  I've  ever  seen 
above  VF-30  and  still  have  some  fingers  left  over.  I'm  sure  the  half  dollar 
collectors  can  share  the  same  feelings  and  experiences  when  it  comes  to 
discussing  their  efforts  to  acquire  a  nice  high  grade  1842-0  small  date 
specimen.  I'm  equally  sure  the  dollar  specialists  are  relieved  that  New 
Orleans  didn't  mint  any  dollars  that  year;  I  was  by  the  time  I  completed  my 
1842-0  date/mint  set. 

I've  purposely  left  my  comments  on  the  quarter  to  last.  Mel  Hatfield 
listed  the  1842-0  small  date  as  Plateau  III  (6th-9th  as  to  difficulty  and  scar- 
city). I  would  probably  place  the  coin  in  the  Plateau  II  level;  however,  Mel 
was  discussing  all  grades,  and  I  usually  don't  allow  as  much  emphasis  for  G 
and  below  in  my  research  efforts,  as  most  Liberty  Seated  collectors  are 
pretty  much  specialized  and  perfectionists  by  nature,  and  tend  to  go  for 
high  grades.  Collecting  these  series  will  do  that  for  you.  I  know,  I  upgraded 
my  half  dime  set  three  times. 

The  1842-0  small  date  quarter  dollar  is,  in  my  opinion,  even  more  elusive 
than  the  1842-0  half  dime  in  grades  above  F.  In  1977,  Kam  reflected  in  his 
Kam's  Korner  article  that  he  believed  there  were  approximately  12  known 
specimens  in  grades  between  F  and  XF,  and  listed  the  coin  as  R-5  in  all 
grades  (31-75).  I  believe  these  figures  to  be  reasonably  accurate  in  both  in- 
stances. There  are  certainly  more  than  31  known  pieces  but  I  doubt  if  the 
total  even  approaches  75.  In  fact,  the  12  estimated  in  grades  between  F  and 
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XF  may  even  be  a  little  high.  During  my  ten  years  research  on  this  coin  I 
have  not  personally  verified  this  many  separate  coins  in  those  grades;  of 
course,  not  all  known  specimens  come  on  the  market  or  are  advertised.  The 
coin  does  appear  several  times  a  year  in  grades  G  to  VG  and  sometimes  as 
many  as  four  or  five  times  in  F.  John  McCloskey's  six  month  survey  of  Coin- 
World  ads  revealed  four  instances  in  these  grades.  Additionally,  some  of 
the  appearances  are  of  the  same  coin  and  sometimes  they  are  overgraded. 
It  is  a  very  unusual  year,  indeed,  when  you  see  the  coin  listed  or  advertised 
as  many  as  two  times  in  VF.  In  XF,  the  coin  becomes  prohibitive.  I've  not 
seen  an  XF  advertised  for  sale  publicly.  I've  known  of  two  pieces  changing 
hands  in  this  grade  during  the  last  ten  years.  In  AU,  I  only  know  of  two  coins 
not  in  permanent  collections  and  neither  is  on  the  market  at  this  time.  In 
true  Mint  State,  I  only  know  of  one  verifiable  example. 

In  reading  various  advertisements  and  auction  catalogue  descriptions 
of  this  coin,  you  will  frequently  come  across  the  disclaimer  "with  a  reverse 
dent."  I  submit  to  you,  this  is  not  a  dent,  but  a  condition  produced  at  the 
mint.  I  have  personally  examined  and  owned  at  least  five  separate 
specimens  with  the  same  identical  imperfection  in  the  same  location.  This 
reverse  I  choose  to  call  #A-2.  Also  shown,  for  comparison,  is  a  normal 
reverse,  which  I'll  call  #A-1. 


1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter,     1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter, 
A-1  Reverse  A-2  Reverse  with 

Reverse  Defect 


The  reverse  depression  runs  from  the  feather  area  slightly  above  the  top 
midpoint  of  the  shield,  cutting  on  a  diagonal  across  the  horizontal  stripes 
and  extending  on  through  the  left  side  of  the  shield  into  the  wing  feathers. 
The  deepest  point  of  the  depression  is  the  point  above  the  shield.  The  im- 
perfection is  about  4.5  mm  in  length,  1.0  mm  in  width  and  is  most  common- 
ly referred  to  as  dent  in  the  coin.  This  conclusion  is  incorrect,  the  imperfec- 
tion occurred  to  the  die  at  the  mint  before  the  striking  of  these  coins. 
Perhaps  a  piece  of  metal  adherred  to  the  die  during  the  striking  of  a  number 
of  these  coins. 
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1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter,  Defect  Cutting  Across  Horizontal  Stripes 

Comparing  all  of  the  reverses  of  the  specimens  that  I  have  owned,  I  have 
been  able  to  identify  several  die  cracks  which  indicate  that  the  two 
reverses  are  really  from  the  same  die.  There  is  a  circular  die  defect  extend- 
ing from  a  denticle  at  8  o'clock  between  the  two  leaves  below  the  left  wing. 
There  is  a  die  crack  that  extends  down  between  two  denticles  to  the  left 
edge  of  the  serif  of  the  first  T  in  STATES,  continuing  to  the  right  side  of  the 
lower  loop  of  the  S  and  then  running  down  to  the  left  base  of  the  T.  Another 
crack  runs  from  between  two  denticles  down  to  the  center  of  the  letter  F  In 
OF.  A  final  crack  runs  from  the  edge  of  a  denticle  to  the  tip  of  the  highest 
arrowhead.  All  of  these  defects  have  been  seen  on  specimens  with  both 
reverses. 


1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter,  Circular  Defect  Extending  From 

Denticle  Between  Leaves 
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These  findings  aren't  intended  to  be  earthshaking  and  I'm  sure  other 
LSCC  mennbers  have  previously  noted  this  defect.  My  intention  is  to  docu- 
nrient  these  two  varieties"  for  future  research,  as  the  coins  just  aren't 
always  available  for  photographing  or  observation  when  you  need  them. 
Anyone  care  to  elaborate  on  the  minting  process  that  probably  caused  the 
die  imperfection? 

The  pictures  of  the  1842-0  Small  Date  quarters  were  taken  by  Don  Slouff- 
man  at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Company  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 


ANOTHER  REPUNCHED  DATE  ON  AN  1858  0  HALF 

by 

Bill  Fivaz 

Would  you  believe  ....  another  repunched  date  on  an  1858-0  half,  and 
again,  I  believe  this  is  an  unreported  one. 

The  photo  below  shows  an  extra  1  punch  in  the  denticles,  the  top  show- 
ing under  the  right  serif  of  the  1  in  the  date.  There  is  also  the  bottom  curl  of 
another  Sup  into  the  rock  and  what  apparently  is  another  8  or  5  above  that! 
Just  what  do  you  suppose  was  going  on  at  the  mint  in  the  late  1850's?  The 
overall  grade  of  the  coin  pictured  is  a  Proof-like  AU-50. 


HALF  DIMES 

1839  No  Drapery  AU  ..  .$105 

1840-O  With  Drapery  VF  ...  105 

1848       Medium  Date  VF  19 

1848  Large  Date  Ch.XF  .  .130 

1849  9over8XF/AU  150 

1851-0     VF/XF  45 

1864-S     AU   325 

DIMES 

1840-O  No  Drapery  VF  .  .  .$  37 

1859-  0     VF/F  20 

1873  With  Arrows  Fine  . .  .16 

1873-  S     With  Arrows  VF  54 

1874-  S  With  Arrows  Ch.XF.  170 

TWENTY  CENTS 

1875        AU   $410 

1875-  CC  VG   47 

1875-CC  Fine  80 

1875-CC  VF  130 

1 875-S  S/S  A  N  ACS  40/40  ..140 

QUARTERS 

1850-O     VF  $  88 

1851        Ch.VF  140 

1860-  O     MS-60-h  945 

1869  AU  ex-proof  coin  ..  .525 

1874-S  With  Arrows  Fine  . .  .36 

1878-CC  Fine  49 

1879        Ch.AU   335 


HALVES 

1843  Ch.AU   $115 

1855-0    With  Arrows,  AU  ..  .215 

1857  VF  32 

1858  XF  50 

1859  Ch.AU   125 

1861       Fine  22 

1876-S    Toned  Ch.AU  115 

1878  Slight  Toning  Ch.AU120 
1887       Ch.AU  +  -I- Super 

Slider  825 

1889       Ch.AU,  Slight 

Toning  625 

DOLLARS 

1840       VF  $295 

1844  VF  345 

1844       AU,  Toning   875 

1846-0    XF  550 

1846-0    Ch.AU   1340 

1847  AU   575 

1848  AU-polished   750 

1849  VF  345 

1849       NiceAU  685 

1850-O    Strong  AU,  some 

dark  toning,  Rare 

in  grade  1750 

1857       ANACS  50/50 

Polished   725 

1860-O    XF  255 

1863       AU  -  Impaired  Proof  975 

1872-S     VF  575 

1872-S     XF  760 


1)  10  Day  Return  Privilege  with  Coin  in  Original  Holder, 
For  Any  Reason 

2)  All  Orders  Postage  Free. 

3)  Personal  Checks  Must  Clear. 

4)  Member  ANA,  FUN,  MSNS  and  CSNS 


FRANK  LEISTER  RARE  COINS  •  LSCC#746 

P.O.  Box  252  •  Vero  Beach,  Florida  32961 
(305)562-1066  or  (305)562-3977      7  Days  &  Evenings  (9a.m.  -9  p.m.) 
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LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 


DIMES 

1850  Choice  XF  $28 

18510    Choice  VF  45 

1 859-S  Choice  VG/F,  very  scarce  . .  1 40 

1860  O    Nice  AG,  Full  date  160 

1864      Choice  F/VF,  rare  date  475 

1868  Choice  VF/XF,scarce   40 

1869  Choice  VF,  very  scarce  50 

1871-S    VF/F   35 

1873       No  Arrows,  Open  3,  XF  80 

1877-  CC  XF,  some  luster  20 

1878-  CC  VF,  some  rim  marks   85 

1884-S    VF,  porous  obverse  17 

1889-S    XF  40 

1891-0    Choice  XF+A-7   100 

QUARTERS 

1840  W/Drap.  XF,  cleaned  $190 

1840O    W/Drap.  VF,  scarce  150 

1841  GA/G,  scarce  55 

1841-  0    VF  60 

1842  Large  Date,  VG  scarce  100 

1842-  0    Large  Date,  Choice  Fine  22 

1842-0    Large  Date,  Choice  XF  80 

1842-0    Small  Date,  GA/G  425 

1842-  0    Small  Date,  VG  550 

1843-  0  Small  0,  Choice  XF/AU  ...  250 

1845  5  over  5,  Fine  25 

1846  46  over  46,  VF  50 

1847-0    VF/XF  130 

1849-0    AG,  some  marks   245 

1849-0    AG/G,  just  wear  350 

1849-  0    Full  rim  Good,  rare   475 

1849  0    VG/F,  very  rare  725 

1850-  O    VG/F  35 

1851  Fine,  very  scarce  65 

1852  VG/F,  very  scarce   55 

1852-0    Good  obv,  VG  rev  150 

1852-0    Fine,  very  scarce  350 

1853  3  over  2,  No  Arrows,  VF  425 

1853       3  over  4,  Arr.  &  Rays,  VG  70 

1853  3  over  4,  Arr.  &  Rays,  VF  .  .  .  250 

1854  0    Huge  0,VG  rare  250 

1854-0    Huge  O,  Choice  VF  425 

1856-S  Large  S  over  Smalls,  AG  ...35 

1859-0    Choice  Fine,  cleaned   27 


QUARTERS 

1860-O    Choice  FA/F  $35 

1860-  S    Choice  XF,  cleaned  400 

1861-  S    GA/G,rare  65 

1861S    Choice  Fine,  rare  150 

1862-  S    XF,  rare  300 

1863  Choice  XF,  mark  on  head  . .  100 

1865  VG,  rare  65 

1865-  S    Fine,  rare  100 

1866  Fine,  extremely  rare  275 

1866-  S    VG/F,  extremely  rare  325 

1867  Good,  rare   125 

1867  XF/AU,  minor  pin  marks  .  .  .  400 

1867-  S    Fine,  rare  175 

1868  Fine,  rare  185 

1868-  S    Fine,  very  scarce  100 

1 869  V  F/X  F,  very  ra  re  450 

1869-  S    VG/F,  very  scarce   110 

1 869-S    Fine,  very  scarce  1 50 

1870  Fine,  very  scarce  90 

1870  CC  R-6  in  all  grades,  in  stock  .POR 

1871  G/VG,  very  scarce  20 

1871  VG/F  30 

1872  Fine,  scarce  45 

1872  XF  +  ,  scarce  175 

1872-S    VG/AG,  rare  150 

1873  No  Arr.  Open  3,  VG  scarce  .  .  40 

1873       No  Arr.  Open  3,  Fine  60 

1873  No  Arr.  Open  3,  VF  scarce  .  95 

1873  No  Arr.  Open  3,  XF  scarce  .175 

1877-  CC  VF  35 

1878-  CC  Fine,  very  scarce  55 

1878-S    Choice  XF  225 

1880  VF,  rare  215 

1881  VG/F,  rare  145 

1882  XF/AU,  rare  400 

1886  XF,nice  475 

1887  Fine,  rare  185 

1891-0    VG/AG  + ,  rare  date  130 

HALVES 

1839  0  Choice  VF/XF,  very  scarce  $400 

1843-0    Choice  XF-t-  120 

1855-S    G/VG  nice,  just  wear  350 

1855-0  Arrows,  Choice  XF  + ,  nice  .  100 

1876-S    Choice  XF,  nice  60 


LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  Box  187  •  Lima,  Ohio  45802 
Telephone  (419)228-2285  days,  (419)229-5609  nights 
WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED  -  OTHER  COINS  IN  STOCK 

14  Day  Return  Privilege 
Approval  Service  With  Reference 
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SOME  COMMENTS  ON  PREVIOUS  HALF  DOLLAR  ARTICLES 

by 

Randall  E.  Wiley 

The  intent  of  this  article  is  to  present  some  previously  unpublished  infor- 
mation on  the  rare  1842-0  small  date  half  dollar  and  to  comment  on  some 
previous  Gobrecht  articles. 

Back  in  the  summer  of  1981,  John  Mccloskey  sent  me  descriptions  of 
four  reverses  of  the  1841-0  half  dollar  and  said  he  was  gathering  informa- 
tion for  an  article  similar  to  the  one  he  did  on  the  1840-0  half  dollar  in  Issue 
#18.  Since  then,  Bill  Bugert  and  I  have  added  four  more  reverses,  one  of 
which  I  discovered  to  be  transitional  with  one  of  the  two  known  reverses  of 
the  1842-0  small  date.  In  fact,  two  different  1841  obverses  (one  with  date 
centered,  the  other  with  date  punched  higher)  were  paired  with  the  transi- 
tional reverse  die.  The  significant  factor  of  this  discovery  is  that  the  reverse 
die  states  of  both  of  the  1841-0  die  pairings  are  conclusively  later  than  the 
reverse  die  state  of  the  1842-0  S.D.  die  pairing.  Bill  Bugert  took 
photographs  for  a  future  article.  This  discovery  substantiates  what  Walter 
Breen  suspected  when  he  wrote  to  me  in  1979.  That  is  of  the  203,000  half 
dollars  in  the  initial  New  Orleans  delivery  (2/28/1842),  part  of  the  reported 
mintage  may  include  coins  dated  1841  as  well  as  the  1842  small  date.  In- 
deed, possibly  50%  or  more  of  the  reported  mintage  of  the  first  delivery  in 
1842  may  have  been  dated  1841  which  helps  substantiate  the  recognized 
rarity  of  this  variety. 

In  Gobrecht  Issue  #29,  I  believe  that  the  break  in  the  stripes  on  the 
reverse  of  the  1845-0  half  dollar  is  the  result  of  die  lapping.  In  addition  to 
the  die  state  pictured,  I  have  two  others  (one  earlier,  one  later).  In  the  earlier 
state,  the  upper  left  vertical  stripe  is  not  broken  quite  so  badly  and  there 
are  raised  marks  diagonally  across  the  recessed  area  of  the  shield.  I 
believe  the  die  was  lapped  to  remove  these  scratches,  and  the  raised 
breaks  between  the  upper  left  verticle  stripes  were  lapped  off  also.  In  the 
later  die  state,  the  bottoms  of  the  center  stripes  have  been  lapped  off  also 
and  the  die  cracks  are  more  extensive.  Also,  the  later  die  state  is  paired 
with  a  new  obverse  with  partial  drapery  and  a  heavily  punched  oblique  date 
(1  punched  slightly  above  center  and  5  punched  low). 

In  Gobrecht  Issue  #28,  the  Editor  described  an  1871-S  half  with  weak 
mintmark.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  weak  mintmark  reverse  is  the  same 
one  described  by  David  Brase  in  Issue  #5  entitled  "A  Counterfeit  1873-S  No 
Arrows  Half".  The  die  crack  which  runs  from  between  two  denticles  on  the 
rim  to  between  M  and  E  in  AMERICA  is  the  key.  Also,  this  1871-S  is  the 
most  spectacular  "no  drapery"  example  that  I  own  with  even  the  gown 
above  the  leg  inside  the  standard  pole  having  been  lapped  off. 

In  Issue  #27,  Bill  Bugert  described  the  only  known  pair  of  dies  for  the 
1874-CC  half.  Bill  gave  conclusive  characteristic  die  marks  for  the  reverse 
die  but  was  not  aware  of  any  obverse  characteristics.  There  is  a  large  rais- 
ed lump  in  the  recessed  area  of  Liberty's  gown  in  the  armpit  area  below  the 
lower  curl  of  Liberty's  hair.  Being  in  an  area  protected  from  wear,  this  lump 
should  be  evident  on  low  grade  pieces. 
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In  Issue  #26,  David  Lange  described  three  varieties  of  the  1870-CC  half.  I 
think  David  made  an  error  when  he  wrote  that  Variety  1  and  Variety  3  had 
the  same  reverse.  I  own  a  VF  example  of  Variety  1,  and  I  made  a  detailed 
comparison  between  my  coin  and  Lot  706  pictured  in  KAGIN  sale  310 
(10/77)  which  I  believe  to  be  the  same  die  pair  as  the  Variety  3  Robinson 
coin.  The  position  and  orientation  of  both  mintmarks  are  very  similar  but 
the  CC's  are  more  widely  spaced  on  Variety  3  (.017  inches  vice  .012  inches 
apart  for  Variety  1).  Also,  I  would  be  reluctant  to  conclude  that  the  obverses 
on  Varieties  1  and  2  are  the  same  based  on  the  date  placement  of  two  low 
grade  pieces.  So  as  not  to  be  too  critical  of  this  award  winning  article,  I 
would  like  to  say  thanks  to  David  for  some  long  overdue  exposure  of  this 
rare  date.  I  was  completely  unaware  and  have  yet  to  find  an  example  of 
Reverse  B. 

In  Issue  #25,  the  editor  wrote  about  a  fake  1866  no  motto  half  dollar 
which  he  suspected  had  been  altered  by  removing  the  legend  and  mint- 
mark  from  an  1866-S  with  motto  coin.  I  recently  purchased  an  1866-S  from 
the  Kagin  Kam  Ahwash  sale  that  confirmed  that  analysis.  My  piece  has  a 
very  strong  die  crack  above  the  date  in  the  rock  which  runs  to  the  left  and  is 
adjacent  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  ribbon  to  the  left  of  the  shield.  The  crack 
proceeds  through  the  rock  and  out  in  the  field  to  the  denticles  at  8  o'clock. 

in  Issue  #23,  the  editor  presented  a  table  I  prepared  listing  Reverse  Hub 
Varieties  -  Half  Dollars  1858-1865.  Since  that  listing,  I  have  found  an  1860-P 
Type  I  half  which  should  be  added.  Also,  the  table  should  have  included  the 
1866-S  no  motto  half  which  is  also  from  the  Type  II  hub. 

Issue  #23  also  had  an  article  which  pictured  the  1845-0  half  with  triple  cut 
date  and  its  reverse  die  companion.  I  have  found  later  states  of  this  same 
reverse  die  paired  with  five  additional  obverses  (two  more  dated  1845  and 
three  dated  1846)  which  I  hope  to  discuss  in  a  future  article. 

Perhaps  one  final  comment  is  in  order.  Donald  Vettel's  article  on  Seated 
Halves  in  Issue  #28  indicated  that  an  anonymous  Eastern  collector  ex- 
pected to  have  a  book  on  Seated  halves  out  within  a  year.  I  would  like  to 
state  that  that  reference  was  not  made  to  myself  although  Bill  Bugert  and  I 
have  been  jointly  gathering  material  for  a  book  for  over  a  year  and  hope  to 
eventually  put  a  book  together.  However,  I  can  not  forsee  publication  prior 
to  late  1985.  I  would  like  to  encourage  club  members  who  have  ideas  for  a 
Seated  half  book  or  unusual  varieties  they  wish  to  sell  or  submit  for  study 
to  write  to  me  at  7300  Pepper  Lane,  Clifton,  VA  22024.  In  that  light,  I  am 
looking  for  an  example  of  the  1841-0  half  pictured  as  lot  1011  in  Pinetree 
auction  March  1976  which  has  the  following  die  cracks:  From  rim  to  eagle's 
wing  between  ST  in  STATES;  from  rim  to  eagle's  other  wing  through  left 
side  of  M  in  AMERICA;  from  lower  olive  leaf  to  rim;  from  tip  of  olive  stem 
through  left  side  of  O  in  DDL  to  rim. 
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P.O.  Box  10600 
Portland,  Maine  04104 

207-775-6766 
800-634-9000 

Dear  Friends  &  Customers  - 

This  is  our  first  ad  in  the  journal  and  it  is  primarily  to  let  you  know  that  we 
carry  Liberty  Seated  Coins  of  all  denominations,  attractively  priced  and 
graded  correctly.  If  you  have  any  wants,  please  advise  us  and  we  will  see  if 


we  can  be  of  any  help.  Thank  you! 

LIBERTY  SEATED  HALVES 

1 839  XF-40  No  Drapery,  original  &  problem  free   $525 

1839  AU-50  -I-  No  Drapery,  rare  lustrous,  lightly  cleaned,  lovely  . . .  1350 

1841  XF-40  -I-  Lovely  toning,  scarce  small  letters  reverse   185 

1841-0  XF-40  Small  letters  reverse,  problem  free  98 

1843  XF-40 -I-  Choice  toning  95 

1843-0  AU-50  Lightly  cleaned,  now  toning  165 

1845-0  XF-45  No  Drapery,  choice  toning,  rare  195 

1846  XF-40 -(-  Tall  Date,  choice  toning,  problem  free  110 

1846  AU-50  -I-  Tall  Date,  superb  strike,  lovely  rainbow  color  225 

1847-0  BU-60  Original  &  problem  free,  scarce  450 

1849-0  XF-40  Original  toning,  scarce  79 

1 853  Arrows  &  Rays  VF-30,  Perfect  problem  free  89 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays  XF-45  Attractive,  lightly  cleaned  225 

1 855-0  XF/AU-45  -t-  Sharp,  lightly  cleaned  110 

1858  XF-40  -I-  COBBLERS  SHOE  COUNTERSTAMP  Rare  &  interesting  75 

1860-O  XF-45  Choice  toning,  perfect  problem  free  87 

1 860-  S  XF-40  Original  &  problem  free  78 

1 861  -O  XF-AU  45  -I-  Lightly  cleaned  79 

1861-  0  Ch.  AU-55  -I-  Lovely  toning,  couple  of  minor  contact  marks  ...  165 

1 862  BU-60  -I-  /63  Sharp  &  lovely,  scarce  date  795 

1862-  S  XF-AU  45  +  Small  s  mintmark,  broken  at  top,  lovely  toning  ...  135 

1866  XF-45  Sharp  &  original,  scarce  125 

1868-S  XF-40  -I-  Superb  strike,  perfect  problem  free  98 

1869  XF-45  Sharp  &  original  79 

1871  XF-AU  45  -I-  Sharp  &  original,  scarce  85 

1871  AU-50 -I-  Light  golden  toning,  scarce  in  grade   135 

1871-S  XF-AU  45 -I-  Lustrous,  superb  strike   98 

1874  Arrows,  XF-45.  Problem  free,  lovely  toning   225 

1874  Arrows,  XF-45  -I- ,  Lovely  original,  lustrous,  problem  free  265 

1 874  Arrows,  AU-50.  Lustrous,  choice  problem  free  335 

1875-  S  XF-40  85 

1876  BU  60  +  /63.  Semi  proof-like,  original  535 

1876-  S  BU-63.  Excellent  strike,  lovely  original  surfaces  1075 

1877-  S  Ch.  BU  63-1- /65.  Lovely  I395 

1881  AF-10.  Original  &  attractive  I95 

1881  XF-AU  45  -I-  Lightly  cleaned,  sharp  &  scarce  385 

1 884  VG-8  Lightly  cleaned,  scarce   .  .225 

1886  Ch.  Proof  63  -I-  /65  Lovely  original  toning,  scarce   1450 

1888  VF-20  Original  &  rare   275 

1889  VF-XF  35  -I-  Perfect  problem  free   .  .325 

1891  XF-45  Choice  toning,  problem  free,  scarce  225 
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J  T  COINS 

Buying  all  Liberty  Seated  with  emphasis  on  larger  denomina- 
tions and  higher  circulated  grades  from  VF  to  AU. 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


HALF  DIMES 

1838  EF+   $50 

1838-0    F  +  /VF   125 

1838-0  Original  ANACS  EF40/40  .  .650 
1848-0    Ch.  AU.  Clipped  at  12  o'clock 

 150 

1871       AU-50 -1-/55  Sharp  strike  ...  .60 

1871       AU55/MS63  110 

1872-S    Toned  slider  UNO   150 

DIMES 

1887-S    Ch.AU  $75 

TWENTY  CENTS 

1875-S    EF  cleaned  $115 

QUARTERS 

1841-0    VF  cleaned  $65 

1844       EF-45  80 

1856-0    Original  Ch.AU  150 

1857       Toned  slider  UNO   225 

1858-  S     G-6  45 

1859-  S    G-4  60 

1861       Original  EF/AU  80 

1861-S    Fine  125 

1871       VF-30  85 

1871        MS60  +  /63   650 

1875  AU-58   175 

1875-CC  G-t-   50 

1876  Ch.AU  125 

1877-CC  Ch.AU  165 

1879       Ch.EF  275 

HALVES 

1839  N/Drap.VF  retoned   $95 

1841-0    EF/AU  125 

1844       AU-50   135 


HALVES 

1850-O    EF-45  $80 

1857       EF/AU  80 

1859-0    EF  50 

1861-S     AU-l-  150 

1864-S     EF/AU  80 

1871-  CC  DarkEF  495 

1873-CC  G+   70 

DOLLARS 

1840  G/VG  $95 

1842  VF/EF  185 

1843  EF  original  275 

1843  AU  cleaned  335 

1844  VF  dings,  ugly  160 

1845  EF  some  dings  300 

1849  EF  300 

1849  EF/AU  original  425 

1850-O  G-t-   150 

1857  Ch.AU  55  beautiful  original  995 

1859  VG/Fugly  160 

1859-0  Ch.AU  475 

1859-0  Toned  MS-60   750 

1859-S  G-4  135 

1859-S  VF  Weak  BE  in  LIBERTY  ..375 

1859-  S  VF-i-  sharp  450 

1860-  O  MS-60 -f   800 

1964  AU-50   550 

1866  EF-40  375 

1866  Proof -60   800 

1870-CC  AU-50 -I-  original,  unlisted 

5th  reverse  call 

1871  AU-50/55,  couple  of  marks  .375 

1871  Ch.AU  +   550 

1872  VF/EF  185 

1872-  S  Fine  350 

1873  Very  Ch.AU -(-  625 


Joseph  T.  Jaffe 

P.O.  Box  289  •  CHENANGO  BRIDGE,  NEW  YORK  13745 
Telephone  (607)648-3937 
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CARSON  CITY  SEATED  DOLLARS  -  HOW  MANY  SURVIVE? 

by 

John  Kroon 


In  the  early  1870's,  the  Carson  City  mint  struck  a  total  of  19,288  Seated 
Dollars.  These  silver  dollars  circulated  extensively  in  the  "wild  west"  of  the 
late  19th  century.  Most  pieces  grade  very  fine  or  lower,  and  many  show  the 
deep  digs  and  marks  expected  on  a  "work  horse"  coin.  Not  only  are  uncir- 
culated pieces  rarely  available,  but  problem-free  circulated  coins  are  also 
difficult  to  locate.  One  dollar  was  a  good  day's  wages  during  this  period, 
and  not  many  people  could  afford  to  save  one  of  the  new  silver  dollars  as  a 
souvenir  of  the  mint.  There  were  very  few  numismatists  of  this  era  to 
carefully  preserve  new  coins,  and  collecting  by  mint  mark  was  still  decades 
away.  Most  of  the  original  mintage  was  undoubtedly  either  melted  or  lost 
over  the  years. 

Weimar  White,  in  Issue  #26  of  the  Journal,  made  rarity  estimations  for  all 
of  the  various  grades  of  Carson  City  dollars  as: 


In  my  article  "1870-CC  Dollar  Update",  in  Issue  #27,  I  suggested  that  the 
number  of  extant  1870-CC  dollars  is  at  least  in  the  upper  range  of  Weimer's 
estimate  of  75-275.  While  surveying  the  availability  of  Seated  Dollars  by 
grade  in  52  consecutive  issues  of  Coin  World,  I  was  surprised  that  the 
1870-CC  was  the  10th  most  frequently  offered  date  with  108  appearances  in 
one  year.  Despite  the  small  mintage  of  12,462,  the  1870-CC  dollar  is  not  at 
all  difficult  to  locate  in  middle  to  low  circulated  grades. 

The  1873-CC  is  somewhat  rarer  than  the  1871-CC,  even  though  the  mint- 
age for  1873-CC  is  almost  1000  more  than  that  for  1871-CC.  1873  was  the 
last  year  in  which  Seated  Dollars  were  minted.  It  is  generally  accepted  that 
the  entire  mintage  of  700  of  the  1873-S  dollars  was  melted.  Many  bags  of 
1873-P  may  also  have  been  melted  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  The  1873-P  is 
much  scarcer  than  its  relatively  high  mintage  of  293,600  would  imply.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  the  1873-P  had  fewer  appearances  in  the  one  year  survey 
than  did  the  1870-CC.  It  is  also  probable  that  at  least  one  bag  of  1873-CC 
dollars  was  melted.  If  that  happened,  then  the  number  of  1873-CC  dollars 
released  to  commercial  channels  was  less  than  the  number  of  1871-CC 
dollars  released.  This  would  explain  why  the  higher  mintage  1873-CC  is 
scarcer  than  the  1871-CC. 

The  following  table  gives  the  original  mintage,  and  my  estimates  of  the 
number  of  surviving  pieces  in  any  grade. 


1870-CC  75-275 
1872-CC  less  than  60 


1871-CC  less  than  50 
1873-CC  less  than  40 


Date 

1870-  CC 

1871-  CC 

1872-  CC 

1873-  CC 


Reported 
Mintage 


Estimates  of 
Surviving  Pieces 


12,462 
1,376 
3,150 
2,300 


500-750 
50-  75 

125-150 
40-  60 
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SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


HALF  DIMES 

1844-0    V#1  Ch.  Orig.  SHARP 

XF-40RARE!   $650 

1848-  P    V#1  Lg.  Date.  Nice  Orig. 

F-15+  25 

1849-  0    V#1  NICE  Orig.  VF-30 

RARE   150 

1852-  0    FULL  Nice  Good-5  20 

1853-  P    NO-ARROWS  V#1  a. 

CHOICE  Lustrous  AU-50185 
1867-S    Nice  Orig.  VF-25  40 


DIMES 

1841-0 

1846-P 
1848-P 

1853-P 

1856-S 

1880 


Sm.  "o"CH.Orig.  Lovely 
XF-40/  or  better,  Soft 

Strike  Lustre   $  55 

Nice  Fine-12  95 

A#1  "Sloping  Date"  Ch. 

Orig.  XF-40 -I-   55 

NO-ARROWS  Nice 

STRONG  GOOD-5  +  ....25 

Nice  Sharp  VF-25 -i- 

"Cieaned  LONG-A-GO"  .225 

NICEOrig.Coin 

Obv.  VF-25/Rev.  F-15  .  .  .165 


QUARTERS 

1840-P    WITH  DRAP!  CH. 

Lovely  Orig.  VF-30  .  . .  .$  85 
Orig.  Full  "Liberty" 

abt.  FINE/Rev.  F  4-  75 

Nice  VF-25  55 

SM.  DATE  Nice 
DEFECT-FREE! 

VG-7#A-2  350 

Sm.  "o"  Nice  orig.  VF  .  .  .65 
CHOICE  ORIG.  P.L  AU  .200 

Nice  VF-25  60 

Nice  Orig.  DEFECT-FREE 

VG-7   165 

NICE  Orig.  FULL  F-12-h  335 
NO  ARROWS  NICE 
ORIG.  VF-25  RARE!  .  .  .  .465 

VG-10   15 

F-12-I-  "Light  Scratch 

Rev  40 

1856-0    CH.  Orig.  XF-40   75 

1858-0    CH.  Orig.  Sharp  XF-40 -t-  .85 

1864-P     Nice  VF-30  135 

1867-P     Orig.  Nice  F-12  165 

1867-  S     NiceOrig.  VF-20-1-  245 

1868-  S     Nice  VF-25  125 

1869-  S     Nice  VF-25   275 


1841-P 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 


1843-0 

1849-  P 

1850-  O 

1851-  0 

1852-  0 
1853/2 

1853-  0 
1855-0 


MANY  OTHER  COINS  IN  STOCK  —  PLEASE  ASK  US. 
All  Coins  Guaranteed!  !  !  !  !  ! 
Always  Full  Return  Privileges. 
Please  Add  Postage!  !  !  !  ! 
Write  For  Our  Free  Price  Lists. 


Thank  You,  LSCC#120 


^.  0.  ^ox  6^87 
(2^3)  797-7292 
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THE  LEAST  AVAILABLE  LIBERTY  SEATED  DIMES 

by 

Terry  Searcy 

Having  read  the  article  "Availability  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  by  Grade" 
in  Issue  #21  of  The  Journal,  I  noticed  several  underrated  dates  in  the  series 
besides  the  many  that  are  already  considered  rare  or  scarce.  To  see  if  these 
trends  continue  today,  I  made  a  study  of  availablility  for  the  entire  series.  In 
this  article  I  will  help  identify  the  dates  that  showed  up  the  least  in  my 
study,  and  discuss  and  compare  some  dates  with  McCloskey's  previous  ar- 
ticle. 

As  stated  in  McCloskey's  article,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  availability  in 
the  coin  market  because  of  many  marketing  methods.  For  my  study  I  made 
a  listing  of  frequency  of  all  dates  and  grades  available  from  advertisements 
in  40  consecutive  weekly  issues  of  Coin  World  from  May  4,  1983  to 
February  8, 1984. 1  have  listed  only  some  of  the  dates  for  this  article  to  con- 
serve space.  This  listing  can  be  compared  to  the  earlier  survey  to  see  how 
each  of  these  dates  fared.  To  facilitate  this  comparison,  I  used  the  same 
method  of  breaking  down  the  listing  into  three  circulated  grades.  Uncir- 
culated and  Proof.  I  took  the  ads  at  face  value  and  listed  all  coins  in  the 
grade  advertised  and  used  the  lower  grade  on  a  split  grade  coin.  I 
eliminated  any  coin  under  the  grade  of  good  and  also  eliminated  duplicate 
listings  from  ads  that  were  repeated  several  weeks  in  a  row. 

Following  McCloskey's  lead,  I  used  coins  only  from  fixed  price  ads  and 
did  not  include  mail  bid  sales  or  trade  material.  I  feel  the  ads  contained  an 
adequate  cross  representation  of  grades  for  the  series.  My  study  continued 
to  show  the  expected  trends  with  the  most  common  dates  still  readily 
available  and  most  of  the  rare  dates  still  difficult  to  locate. 

The  long  popular  and  marketed  19th  century  No  Stars  type  coins  of  1837 
and  1838-0  are  still  very  readily  obtainable  and  still  priced  well  over  other 
collectable  dates.  The  No  Drapery  Stars  dates  all  have  about  the  same 
availability  with  the  1840-O  showing  up  the  least  in  both  circulated  and  un- 
circulated grades.  For  the  With  Drapery  Stars  type,  the  Philadelphia  dimes 
all  still  have  good  availability.  Even  the  1844, 1846,  and  1853  No  Arrows  are 
still  offered  as  often  as  the  more  common  dates  except  in  a  few  higher 
grades.  The  New  Orleans  coins  also  continued  in  the  same  trends,  with  the 
1850-O  again  occurring  least  among  the  dates  prior  to  1853. 

The  two  1853  With  Arrows  type  coins  really  present  quite  a  contrast.  The 
1853  With  Arrows  is  still  the  most  common  date  having  obverse  stars  but 
the  1853-0  was  offered  only  eight  times  in  this  study.  The  1853-0  with  no 
listing  in  extra  fine  or  about  uncirculated  seems  very  underrated.  The  1856 
Large  Date  also  does  not  appear  in  the  two  just  mentior.<^d  grades.  The  San 
Francisco  dates  1861-S,  1862-S,  1866-S,  1867-S,  and  1868-5  all  showed  up 
less  frequently  than  the  higher  priced  S-mint  dimes  of  the  ia50's.  In  1860  a 
legend  replaced  the  stars  on  the  obverse  for  the  rest  of  the  sei  'es.  The  rare 
1860-O  had  an  adequate  showing  again,  as  the  price  remains  high  enough 
to  bring  examples  out  on  to  the  market.  All  of  the  Philadelphia  issu<?s  from 
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Availability  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
in  Coin  World  Ads 
May  4,  1983  to  February  8,  1984 

Frequency  of  listing  by  grade.  The  25  least  available  dates  by  rank  order. 


Total  Good        Fine     Extra  Fine 

Rank    Date  Appearances  Very  Good  Very  Fine  About  Unc.  Uncirc.  Proof 
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Ties  were  broken  by  giving  the  lower  rank  to  the  date  with  the  lower  overall  grade. 


1850  to  1859  seem  readily  available  with  the  Philadelphia  issues  from  1860 
to  1869  generally  available  in  Uncirculated  and/or  Proof. 

The  1874-CC  remains  difficult  to  obtain  with  the  fewest  occurrences  in 
the  entire  listing.  The  1873  and  1874  Arrows  dates  continue  to  be  very  plen- 
tiful and  are  still  over  priced  because  of  their  type  coin  appeal.  The  1877-S 
had  a  moderate  count  of  26  appearances. 

The  low  mintage  1879,  1880  and  1881  dimes  are  very  obtainable  in  all 
conditions.  The  remaining  Philadelphia  coins  from  1882  to  1891  are  still 
ultra-common  with  the  1885  again  the  best  date  in  this  group.  The  rare 
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1885-S  appeared  only  five  times  in  the  listing.  With  a  price  structure  less 
than  some  of  the  other  keys,  this  date  seems  undervalued.  The  1890-S  had 
a  modest  showing  of  23  appearances. 

After  checking  this  study  one  could  imagine  that  coin  shops  and  coin 
shows  visited  would  supply  the  same  relative  availability.  While  this  survey 
represents  only  one  segment  of  the  coin  market,  I  feel  it  can  help  in  further 
acquisitions  and  can  aid  in  understanding  today's  market.  You  can  use  this 
study  or  combine  it  with  others  to  find  many  good  buys  and  bargains 
throughout  the  series.  Just  as  some  dates  appear  underrated,  this  study 
also  shows  that  some  of  the  rare  and  scarce  issues  appear  more  often  than 
some  common  dates.  But  high  prices  often  do  bring  out  more  examples  of 
a  given  date. 

So  if  you  are  a  date  collector,  invester,  or  type  collector,  Happy  Hunting! 


LSCC  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  93rd  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
The  convention  will  be  held  at  Cobo  Hall  in  Detroit,  Michigan  from  July  28 
through  August  1,  1984.  The  club  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Nicolet  A 
Room  in  the  Westin  hotel  on  Monday,  July  30, 1984  at  10:00  a.m.  Please  try 
to  attend. There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results  of  this  year's  elec- 
tion of  Officers,  an  announcement  of  the  article  selected  by  the  members 
as  the  best  to  appear  in  the  Journal  during  the  last  year,  a  short  business 
meeting  and  an  opportunity  for  members  to  exchange  information  on 
Seated  coins. 

An  agenda  for  the  business  meeting  has  not  yet  been  drawn  up  but 
several  items  have  already  been  prepared  for  presentation  at  the  meeting. 
These  topics  include:  1)  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  from  the  club 
Secretary-Treasurer,  2)  the  setting  of  club  dues  for  the  next  club  year,  3)  the 
discussion  of  a  cover  coin  to  be  used  on  the  next  three  issues  of  the  journal 
and  4)  presentation  of  the  KAMAL  M.  AHWASH  LITERARY  AWARD  plaque 
to  the  individual  who  submitted  the  best  article  to  the  Journal  during  the 
past  year. 

Other  items  will  be  added  to  the  meeting  agenda  as  they  develop  for 
discussion  by  the  club  members.  Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  the 
discussion  on  each  agenda  item  short  and  to  the  point  so  that  we  can  have 
a  brisk,  informative  and  productive  session.  See  you  in  Detroit. 


John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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BETTER  DATES  #2 


Many  of  the  coins  here  previously  listed  have  been  greatly  reduced 
-sonrie  to  cost  or  below.  I  will  consider  all  offers  of  cash  and/or  other 
better  date  seated  coins  in  trade.  I'm  particularly  interested  in  key 
seated  quarters,  especially  the  early  Carson  City  issues.  Try  me! 
Terms  available. 


HALF  DIMES 

1838-0  G-4  original,  full  rims    $59 

1849-  0  F-12  35 

DIMES 

1846  VG-10  LIBER  shows   $86 

1856-0  G-4,  very  clear  56  OVER  HIGH  56  7 

1860-S  VF-30  + very  sharp,  slightly  dark  70 

1873-CC  AG3-t-  left  side  of  Obv.  &  Rev.  rims  gone,  barely 

touching  letters  295 

QUARTERS 

1840  VF-30-f-   $120 

1841  VG-10  IBERT  and  part  of  Y  visible  81 

1841  VF-25  sharp  and  original   120 

1841-0  F-15  reverse  die  cracks  over  UNITED   40 

1848  XF-40  8  OVER  8  variety,  sharp  160 

1850-  O  F-12  40 

1850-O  XF-40  sharp  centers,  weak  edges  110 

1856-  0  VF-30  very  nice   32 

1858-0  VF-20-t-   42 

1858-S  F-15  nice  color  100 

1860-S  VG-8  scarce  date  130 

1865-  S  F-12original  110 

1866-  S  F-12  some  porosity,  several  scratches  on  wings,  rare  75 

1869-S  G/AG  strong  full  rims  on  obv,  almost  all  letters  clear  on  rev .  35 

1870  VF-25  very  nice  reverse  125 

1873  No  Arrrows  VF-25,  Open  3  variety  85 

1876-CC        VF-20  fine  reeding  19 

HALVES 

1855  Arrows  VF-30  nice  $55 

1857-  8  VF-30  Medium  S  variety  130 

1858  VG-F  Reverse  of  1859,  scarce   24 

1858  VF-25  Reverse  of  1859,  scarce  44 

1858-  0  VF-30   33 

1860-S  Abt.  Fine,  very  weak  SHIELD  23 

1872-  00         G-4   38 

1873-  CC        G-4,  no  arrows  49 


All  Coins  Guaranteed.  A.N. A.  Grading 

Certified  Funds  Receive  Same  Day  Service,  Postpaid. 

Personal  Checks  Must  Clear,  Add  $1.00  Postage. 

14  Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  Holder. 

HARRY  E.  SMITH  •  LSCC#566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone:  (415)  583-9908 
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THE  RARE  1858  TYPE  2  HALF  DOLLAR 

by 

David  W.  Lange 

One  of  the  scarcest  yet  widely  overlooked  varieties  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollar  series  is  the  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  of  1858  with  the  Type  2 
reverse  hub.  This  coin  first  appeared  in  print  some  four  years  ago  with  the 
publication  of  Randy  Wiley's  census  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  varieties 
in  Issue  #19  of  the  Journal.  Eight  specimens  were  reportedly  owned  by 
LSCC  members  at  that  time. 

Before  continuing  with  this  examination,  it  seems  desirable  to  review  in 
brief  the  characteristics  which  distinguish  halves  of  the  old,  or  Type  1, 
reverse  hub  from  those  of  the  new,  Type  2,  reverse.  The  Type  1  hub  is  that 
which  first  appeared  on  coins  dated  1842  and  was  still  being  used  for  cer- 
tain dates  as  late  as  1864.  It  is  illustrated  in  the  Red  Book  as  the  "Large  Let- 
ter Reverse"  and  is  identified  by  the  letter  L  in  HALF,  this  letter  having  a 
horizontal  base  which  extends  only  a  short  distance  from  the  vertical  seg- 
ment, or  upright.  The  Type  2  reverse  differs  in  that  it  features  the  letter  L 
having  a  horizontal  base  extending  much  further  from  the  upright  and  well 
clear  of  the  crowning  serif.  Additionally,  halves  of  the  second  reverse  hub 
bear  a  diagnostic  mark  in  the  form  of  a  raised,  round  dot,  appearing  at  the 
extreme  left  of  the  eagle's  left  leg.  It  is  this  hub  which  was  used  concur- 
rently with  the  older  one  for  Philadelphia  Mint  halves  dated  1858  and  1859 
and  for  all  Philadelphia  halves  from  1860  through  1865.  A  complete 
breakdown  of  known  date  and  mint  combinations  for  each  hub  type  may  be 
found  in  a  previous  article  by  this  author  which  appeared  in  Issue  #23  of  the 
Journal. 
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At  the  time  that  this  first  article  was  written,  no  special  emphasis  was 
placed  upon  the  rarity  of  the  1858  Philadelphia  Mint  halves  of  the  second 
type.  This  was  so  for  the  simple  reason  that  not  enough  was  known  about 
this  issue  for  any  conclusions  to  be  drawn.  The  time  which  has  elapsed 
since  then  has  allowed  a  more  extensive  examination  to  be  made,  while  the 
recent  acquisition  by  the  author  of  his  first  specimen  has  provided  the  op- 
portunity. 

Reason  for  tracking  down  this  variety  was  found  in  the  simple  fact  that  it 
reportedly  existed.  Rather  than  revive  the  old  cliche  as  to  why  some  climb 
mountains,  it's  sufficient  to  say  that  Randy  Wiley's  inclusion  of  this  variety 
in  his  census  was  the  beginning  of  the  author's  pursuit  of  said  coin.  The 
search  began,  as  it  always  must,  in  books.  Consulted  first  was  Don  Taxay's 
Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins.  This  reference 
describes  the  "New",  or  Type  2,  hub  as  appearing  for  the  first  time  in  1859. 
This  finding  is  echoed  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  as  well  as  in  his  earlier  monographs  from  the 
1960's.  Beistle's  volume  on  half  dollar  varieties  makes  no  mention  of  these 
types.  Whether  the  existence  of  the  1858-P  Type  2  half  dollar  will  be  noted 
In  Breen's  magnum  opus  on  all  details  of  United  States  Coinage  is  a  matter 
of  speculation.  This  work  is  reportedly  due  to  be  published  in  the  latter  part 
of  next  year,  and  the  section  on  half  dollars  is,  presumably,  already  com- 
pleted. 

Further  searching  with  the  aid  of  auction  catalogues  proved  uneventful. 
The  1858-P  half  dollar  shares  the  fate  of  all  common  date  coins  in  that  it  is 
seldom  illustrated  except  when  in  a  superb  state  of  preservation.  Thus, 
reliance  upon  the  written  descriptions  of  such  pieces  is  the  order  of  the 
day.  However,  this  variety  presently  carries  no  premium,  and  it  seems  that 
one  may  declare,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  it  is  completely 
unknown  outside  of  the  LSCC  membership.  All  of  these  factors,  either  sing- 
ly or  in  combination,  conspire  to  make  the  search  through  auction 
catalogues  an  exercise  in  frustration. 


1858  Type  2  Half  Dollar 
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With  nowhere  else  to  turn,  it  became  necessary  to  sinnply  put  in  the  re- 
quisite time  at  coin  shows,  examining  each  and  every  1858-P  half  dollar. 
This  can  be  a  formidable  task  with  such  a  common  date  coin.  While  no  ac- 
tual records  were  kept,  the  number  of  such  pieces  studied  must  have  been 
somewhere  on  the  order  of  eighty  to  one  hundred  coins.  A  more  widely 
traveled  collector  could  easily  have  quadrupled  this  figure  during  the  three 
years  of  the  search.  Finally,  in  October  of  1983,  the  illustrated  example 
turned  up  at  a  local  bourse  and  was  purchased  for  a  sum  reflective  of  its 
common  date  status.  This  piece  grades  Extremely  Fine  and  is  the  first  such 
example  seen  by  the  author. 

Aside  from  its  distinctive  reverse  hub,  the  example  pictured  here 
features  a  few  characteristics  which  may  help  to  identify  this  variety.  The 
obverse  is  very  well  struck  with  a  deep  wire  rim  extending  along  the  left 
from  six  o'clock  to  one  o'clock.  This  feature,  which  resulted  from  mis- 
centered  dies,  has  been  seen  on  1858-P  half  dollars  of  the  more  common 
first  hub  type  and  should  not  be  interpreted  as  evidence  of  the  scarcer  coin. 
It  is  mentioned  along  with  the  other  features  for  the  sake  of  completeness. 
There  exists  some  doubling  in  the  stars,  as  is  often  seen.  The  date  is  well 
centered,  with  the  exception  of  the  final  8  which  is  distant  from  the  5  and 
very  low,  leaning  sharply  to  the  right.  Liberty's  foot  is  lightly  supported  and 
her  toe  is  not  enclosed.  The  reverse  features  a  wire  rim  extending  from  one 
o'clock  to  ten  o'clock  and  is  well  struck  without  flaws  of  any  kind. 

That  this  coin  exists  is  not  in  doubt.  Just  how  rare  it  actually  may  be  is 
difficult  to  say.  It's  certainly  too  soon  to  assign  any  rarity  rating.  The 
results  of  the  survey  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  in  the  hands  of  LSCC 
members,  made  several  years  ago,  indicated  that  a  ratio  of  four  to  one  ex- 
isted between  1858-P  half  dollars  of  the  first  type  and  those  of  the  second. 
However,  in  view  of  this  author's  own  observation  of  these  coins,  a  ratio 
many  times  greater  would  seem  to  be  in  order.  Randy  Wiley  has  indicated 
that  the  responses  to  his  survey  revealed  the  difficulty  that  some  collectors 
and  dealers  experienced  when  attempting  to  distinguish  between  the  two 
hub  types.  However,  the  photographs  and  written  descriptions  which  have 
appeared  in  The  Journal  since  that  time  have,  it  is  hoped,  eliminated  this 
problem.  Perhaps,  the  time  is  right  for  an  updated  survey. 

In  concluding,  the  author's  own  experience  with  this  variety  when  com- 
bined with  its  being  unknown  to  Beistle,  Taxay,  and  Breen,  seems  to  point 
to  a  notable  scarcity.  With  increased  attention  focused  on  these  coins,  this 
situation  may  change.  In  any  event,  there  is  little  likelihood  of  the  1858-P 
Type  2  half  dollar  ever  being  a  high  priced  item,  as  the  number  of  persons 
desiring  to  own  an  example  will  probably  remain  small.  The  greatest 
reward  will  go  to  those  few  who  patiently  seek  out  this  variety  among  the 
many  specimens  of  the  1858-P  half  dollar  to  be  found  at  any  coin  show. 
Such  is  the  joy  of  collecting. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1848  XF-40  $48 

1856  VF-35  toned  22 

1858  VG-10  Inverted  date  42 

1858  VF-30  Inverted  date  95 

1869-S  AU-50  light  toning  88 

DIMES 

1839  F-12,  rotated  &  recut 
reverse,  rare   $  18 

1840  VF-30  +  W/Drap,  rare  125 

1841-0  Small  o,  VF-20,  scarce  28 

1841-0  MediumO,  VF-30,  scarce  ..  .48 

1844  Scarce,  VF-25  120 

1845-0  F-12  38 

1853  W/A  XF-40  35 

1854  W/A  XF-40  38 

1856-0  Large  O,  XF-40,  Date  recut 

up,  scarce  58 

1860-S  Scarce  "S",  VF-30  58 

1862-S  Scarce  "S",  VF-30  48 

1873  N/A  Open  3,  VG-10  22 

1873  N/A  Open  3,  VF-25  60 

1873  N/A  Open  3,  VF-35  85 

1873  N/A  Closed  3,  VF-25  28 

1873  N/A  Closed  3,  VF-30  35 

1873  N/A  Closed  3,  Recut  7,  VF-30  58 

1873  N/A  Closed  3,  XF-40  48 

1873  N/A  Closed  3,  Recut  7,  XF-40  78 

1873  W/A  Original,  XF-40  68 

1873-S  Scarce,  VF-25  58 

1873-S  Scarce,  VF-30,  dig  52 

1875-CC  CC  below  wreath,  XF-45  ...  .32 

1890-S  F-15  24 

1890-S  VF-25  40 

1890-S  VF-30  48 

1890-S  XF-40  68 

1890-S  XF-45  75 

QUARTERS 

1840-O  W/Drap,  VF-30  $  95 

1840-O  W/Drap,  AU-50  +   240 

1844  Light  toning,  AU-50  130 

1845  Super  toning,  XF-40  58 

1848  Repunched  date  & 

rotated  reverse,  VF-25  70 

1850  Scarce,  original,  XF-40  160 

1853  A  &R,  XF-40  85 


QUARTERS 

1856-S  Scarce,  VF-30 -I-  $120 

1864  Scarce,  AU-50 -f-   240 

1873-S  Scarce  "S",  VF-30  +   88 

1891  VF-20  18 

HALVES 

1839  No  Drapery,  original, 

VF-20  +   $  145 

1839  With  Drapery,  VG-10  24 

1840-0  Scarce,  VF-30  -i-  120 

1841  VG-10   55 

1842  Medium  date,  VF-35   58 

1844  Proof-like,  XF-45  +   90 

1845  Scarce,  VG-10   48 

1845  Scarce,  F-15  68 

1845  Scarce,  VF-30  120 

1845  Scarce,  XF-40  170 

1845-0  Recut  45,  scarce,  VF-25  ...120 

1848  Scarce,  XF-40  160 

1849  XF-40  85 

1853-0  A&R  \Neak  "E",  VF-20  95 

1853-0  A&R  Recut  reverse,  VF-30 .  .  185 

1870  Recut  date,  MS-63-(-  1080 

1870-S  VG-10   48 

1870-S  VF-30  85 

1870-  S  XF-45  130 

1871 -  S  VF-35  48 

1872-  CC  Scratch  in  field,  G-4  18 

1873-  CC  N/A,  scarce,  G-4  58 

1873-  CC  N/A,  rim  ding,  toned  VF-20  .145 

1874-  S  Scarce,  G-6  22 

1891  VG-10   52 

1891  F-12  70 

1891  VF-20  95 

1891  VF-30  130 

1891  XF-40  +  170 

DOLLARS 

1840  VF-30  $255 

1867  Mint  luster,  XF-40   420 

1869  Toned,  F-15   185 


We  are  still  in  need  of  Seated  material  and 
will  pay  good  prices.  Also,  if  you  have  a 
want  list,  just  send  it  to  us  and  we'll  do  our 
best.  Thanks,  Pete  Blake. 

ANA  Grading  •  30  Day  Return  Privilege 


MAVERICK  COIN  CO. 
P.O.  BOX  8184A  •  ORLANDO,  FLORIDA  32856 
(305)  896-0460  evenings     (305)  841  -3304  days 
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THE  1859-S  DOLLAR 
Repunched  "1"  and  "8"  with  Buffing 

by 

David  H.  Cohen 

A  few  weeks  ago,  while  attending  a  coin  show,  a  friend  of  mine  walked 
over  to  me  and  said,  "Guess  what  I  have?"  He  quickly  pulled  out  of  his 
pocket  an  1859-S  Seated  Dollar  and  handed  it  to  me.  I  instantly  noticed  that 
it  was  not  the  usual  1859-S  you  see  at  shows.  It  was  an  XF  grade  coin.  I 
prevailed  upon  him  and  he  allowed  me  to  take  it  with  me.  Immediately, 
upon  arriving  home,  I  picked  up  my  20-power  glass  and  I  started  to  look  at 
the  coin.  There  he  was  again!  That  die  cutter  that  all  Liberty  Seated  collec- 
tors have  learned  to  know  and  love.  That  die  cutter  who  cuts  the  dies  the 
morning  after  the  night  before.  The  die  cutter  who  cuts  dies  after  having  a 
fight  with  his  wife  or  who  has  stayed  out  all  night  with  the  boys. 

This  time,  he  really  had  a  bad  night.  The  "1"  in  the  date  looks  like  a 
candlestick  sitting  on  a  quarter.  After  I  had  examined  it  for  awhile,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  "1"  had  been  punched  into  the  die,  partially  buffed  out 
and  then  a  new  "1"  had  been  punched  over  it.  The  same  occurred  with  the 
"8",  the  "8"  also  being  recut  at  the  bottom,  leading  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  die  cutter  was  using  a  gang  punch.  I  suspect  that  the  reason  why 
this  recutting  has  not  been  reported  before  is  twofold.  (1)  You  need  a  high 
grade  specimen  in  order  to  see  this  recutting  and  this  date  does  not 
generally  come  in  a  high  grade.  (2)  The  recutting  marks  were  die  polished 
off  as  the  dies  were  used  in  minting  the  1859-S  Dollar.  I  recently  went  to  the 
A.N.S.  in  New  York  and  examined  the  D.  Parrish  coin,  which  was  in  XF  con- 
dition. I  did  not  observe  the  recutting  of  the  "1"  or  the  "8",  even  though  the 
numeral  positions  of  the  Parrish  coin  were  the  same  as  the  positions  on  the 
coin  that  I  am  reporting  in  this  article. 
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Technical  and  Visual  Data 
Concerning  the  Obverse 

The  obverse  appears  to  be  softly  struck.  Three  toes  are  visible.  There  is 
just  the  smallest  residual  of  the  strap  near  the  arch  of  the  foot.  There  is  one 
small  die  polishing  mark  on  "E"  in  "LIBERTY"  on  the  shield. 

The  center  of  the  upright  of  the  "1"  in  the  date  is  just  ever  so  slightly  to 
the  right  of  the  point  of  the  shield.  A  line  drawn  from  the  lower  left  serif  of 
the  number  "1"  extending  to  the  denticles  cuts  the  left  side  of  a  denticle. 
The  distance  from  the  base  of  the  rock  to  the  top  of  the  "1 "  in  the  date  is  .75 
mm.  The  width  of  the  date  as  measured  at  the  base  is  8  mm.  Overall,  the 
date  has  a  squatty  look,  and  is  level  in  relation  to  the  bottom  of  the  rock. 

Technical  and  Visual  Data 
Concerning  the  Reverse 

The  reverse  also  appears  to  be  softly  struck.  The  mintmark  is  positioned 
between  the  "E"  in  "ONE"  and  the  "D"  in  "DOL".  The  serifs  on  the  "S"  are 
parallel  with  each  other.  The  top  serif  touches  the  trunk  of  the  "S".  The  "S" 
is  1.5  mm.  high  and  1.0  mm.  wide.  The  top  right  serif  of  the  mintmark  nearly 
touches  the  branch. 

There  are  die  polishing  marks  above  the  lower  left  serif  in  the  "E"  in 
"AMERICA".  In  addition,  there  are  two  die  marks  between  the  blossom  or 
bud  and  the  lower  leaf. 

On  the  coin  which  I  am  describing,  there  are  minute  die  cracks  meander- 
ing from  "E"  to  "A"  in  "AMERICA"  and  from  "U"  to  "O"  in  "UNITED 
STATES  OF".  On  other  examples  or  worn  specimens  these  cracks  might 
not  be  visible. 

From  what  I  have  read  and  have  seen  at  shows,  the  1859-S  Dollar  is  quite 
rare  generally  and  very  rare  in  grades  of  XF  and  above.  I  suspect  that  due  to 
the  limited  mintage  (20,000),  only  one  obverse  and  one  reverse  die  was  used 
to  strike  pieces  of  this  date.  I  would  like  to  invite  anyone  to  correspond  with 
me  concerning  this  variety.  Finally,  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  an  earlier 
reference  to  this  variety  by  Ron  Zak  in  Issue  #26  of  The  Journal. 


David  Cohen 

3321  Vestal  Parkway  East 
Vestal,  New  York  13850 


1859-S 
Dollar 
Reverse 
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CLASSICAL  AMERICAN  COINS 
P.O.  BOX  9516 
Seattle,  Washington  98109 

HALF  DIMES 

1840  ND  VF-30  Light  toning  and  problem  free   $  35 

1849       AU-SORepunched  date  with  gold  and  blue  toning  115 

1857-0    XF-40  Well  struck  with  original  surfaces  50 

1860-O    VF-20  Evenly  worn  without  any  problems   22 

1873      AU-55  Attractively  toned  with  great  eye  appeal  85 

DIMES 

1837       XF-45  Light  gray  toning  and  very  close  to  AU   $350 

1842  0    XF-40  Problem  free  for  the  grade  95 

1844       AU-50  Lustrous,  smooth  surfaces  and  sharply  struck  425 

1851-  0    AU-50  Lustrous  and  choice  for  the  grade  240 

1859-  0    XF-40  Sharp  strike  with  some  hairlining  55 

1872-S    XF-45  Original  surfaces  and  sharply  struck  225 

1875-S    XF-40  Mint  Error:  struck  20%  off  center  at  11:00   280 

1880       MS-63  Choice  blue  and  gold  toning  over  original  surfaces  775 

1882      XF-40  Natural  surfaces  with  light  toning  21 

1884-S    VF-30  Problem  free  for  the  grade  35 

1887-  S    VF-20  Just  honest  wear  10 

1888-  S    VF-20  Problem  free  surfaces  14 

1889  XF-45  Lustrous  and  attractive  32 

1890  XF-45  Sharply  struck  with  some  luster  30 

1890  AU-50  Almost  full  cartwheel  under  light  gold  toning   52 

1891-0    XF-40  Problem  free  with  some  luster  24 

1891  S    XF-40  Perfect  coin  for  the  grade  24 

QUARTERS 

1843-0    F-12  No  problems,  just  honest  wear  $  43 

1860-  O    XF-40  Some  luster  with  attractive  original  surfaces  95 

1875-CC  VF-20  Problem  free  piece  195 

1878-CC  F-1 5  Some  hairlines  present,  but  not  bad  for  the  grade  39 

HALVES 

1843-0  XF-40  Toned,  original  surfaces  $75 

1851  AU-50  Attractive  light  toning  with  almost  full  cartwheel  luster  475 

1852-  0  XF-45  Problem  free  surfaces  with  peripheral  luster  345 

1861-  S  AU-50  Needle  sharp  strike  on  attractive  original  surfaces  140 

1862-  S  XF-40  Nice  clean  surfaces  with  light  toning   65 

1868-S  XF-45  Gold  toning  with  peripheral  luster  80 

1870-S  VF-30  Brilliant,  with  problem  free  surfaces  57 

1880  Proof-60  Lightly  hairllned  with  very  attractive  toning  495 

DOLLARS 

1849       XF-45  Totally  original  surfaces  with  eye  appealing  toning   $425 

1850-O    AU-50  Exquisite  multihue  toning  over  problem  free  surfaces  1 350 

1859-S    VF-30  Another  nice  problem  free  piece   455 

1860       XF-45  Lightly  toned  original  surface  with  some  luster  present  650 

All  coins  are  graded  by  a  strict  adherence  to  ANA  standards,  and  come  with 
a  two  week  return  privilege.  Sonne  help  would  be  appreciated  with  postage 
on  snnall  orders  (under  $50).  I  ann  seriously  interested  in  purchasing  all  XF 
and  AU  Seated  material  that  is  problem  free  for  the  grade.  Premiums  will  be 
paid  for  coins  with  totally  original  surfaces  and  "eye  appealing"toning 

Bob  LSCC  #440 

(206)283-1527  Evenings  until  11  p.m. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLAR  WITH  ADDED  MINTMARK  DETECTED 
AT  INS  AUTHENTICATION  BUREAU 


An  1871  Carson  City  Liberty  Seated  Dollar,  recently  received  by  the 
Authentication  Bureau  of  the  International  Numismatic  Society,  proved  to 
be  a  deceptive  alteration  to  dealers  or  collectors  not  familiar  with  the  mint- 
mark  characteristics  of  the  series. 

The  1871-CC  Dollar  is  one  of  the  rarest  coins  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series, 
with  a  mintage  of  1,376  pieces.  INSAB  records  indicate  that  all  of  these 
pieces  were  made  with  a  single  pair  of  dies;  the  precise  location  and  shape 
of  the  mintmark  are  the  same  on  all  genuine  specimens.  On  genuine 
pieces,  the  CC  is  positioned  directly  below  the  feather  tip  which  extends 
from  behind  the  stem.  The  position  of  the  mintmark  is  one-third  the 
distance  from  the  feather  tip  to  the  E  in  ONE. 

On  the  altered  specimen  shown  here,  the  feather  tip  is  above  the  left  side 
of  the  right-hand  C,  and  the  height  of  the  C  is  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
distance  from  the  feather  tip  to  the  E. 

The  altered  coin  is  in  Very  Good  condition,  so  the  fine  die  characteristics 
normally  used  to  determine  the  authenticity  and  mint  of  origin  of  such 
coins  were  not  present.  It  has  a  heavy,  dark  maroon  substance  over  the  en- 
tire surface  of  the  coin  -  a  substance  too  heavy  and  dense  to  be  correctly 
called  a  patina.  Because  this  substance  covers  even  the  field  beside  the 
added  mintmark,  it  is  apparent  that  the  material  was  applied  to  the  coin 
after  the  mintmark  was  added.  The  mintmark  shape  is  similar  to  that  seen 
on  the  1878-CC  Morgan  Dollar.  This  style  mintmark  was  not  used  on  CC 
Seated  dollars.  A  CC  Morgan  Dollar  would  be  an  easy  coin  to  use  in  order  to 
make  the  mold  for  the  added  CC  mintmark. 
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The  weight  of  the  coin,  26.13947  grams,  is  appropriate  for  a  silver  dollar 
in  Very  Good  condition.  The  specific  gravity,  found  to  be  10. 305 ±.05,  is 
perfect  for  a  .900  fine  silver  coin.  The  authenticity  of  the  coin  itself  is  not 
challenged  by  the  INSAB  laboratory  staff,  although,  as  mentioned  above, 
die  characteristics  needed  for  absolute  authentication  were  absent  due  to 
wear.  But  the  added  mintmark  makes  it  a  dangerous  piece  in  numismatics. 

Because  it  is  INSAB's  policy  to  return  such  coins  to  their  submittors  (so 
they  can  get  their  money  back  from  the  sellers),  it  is  possible  that  this  coin 
may  reappear  on  the  Liberty  Seated  market;  therefore,  we  are  alerting  col- 
lectors. Other  Liberty  Seated  coins  can  be  authenticated  and  certified  (if 
genuine)  by  the  International  Numismatic  Society  Authentication  Bureau 
(INSAB).  Write  to  Charles  Hoskins,  Director,  INSAB,  P.O.  Box  19386, 
Washington,  D.C.  20036,  for  information  and  fees. 


ANOTHER  ALTERED  SEATED  DOLLAR  SURFACES 

by 

Dennis  Garstang 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  mintmark  area  of  an  altered  1871-CC 
dollar.  I  purchased  the  coin  from  a  Coin  World  Mail  Bid,  and  the  mintmark 
didn't  match  the  photos  in  Kroon's  article  in  Issue  #23  of  the  Journal.  I  sent 
the  coin  to  ANACS,  and  it  was  judged  "altered-added  mintmark".  I  got  a  re- 
fund, but  had  a  photo  taken  while  the  coin  was  in  my  possession.  Overall 
the  coin  grades  VG  with  the  small  CO  mintmark  located  high  up  near  the 
feather  tip.  The  picture  was  taken  by  Ernie  Gutierrez,  University  of  Missouri 
at  Rolla. 
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J  &K  RARE  COINS 
1405  S.  1-45,  P.O.  Box  565,  Conroe  Texas  77305 
Conroe  409/539-2000 

All  coins  guaranteed  genuine,  grading  by  ANA  &  Photograde.  30 
day  returns  in  original  un-opened  2X2.  Help  with  postage  ap- 
preciated. Your  satisfaction  guaranteed.  This  list  contains  all  our 
Half  Dimes  in  stock,  but  we  have  many  other  Dimes,  Quarters, 
Halves  &  Dollars.  Please  send  your  want  list. 

Thanks, 
Jerry  Martin 


HALF  DIMES 

1838       G+  $  6.00 

1839-0    VG   10.00 

1839-0    F  16.00 

1839-  0    VF  25.00 

1840       n/dG   5.00 

1840       n/d  F  10.00 

1840-  O  w/d  Fine  tiny  obverse  dig  .  75.00 

1841-  0    G  8.00 

1842-  0    G  20.00 

1844-0    AG   65.00 

1844-0    G  89.00 

1847  EF  32.00 

1848  Lg  Dt  Fine -(-  Rare  Coin  .  .55.00 

1848-  0    G/AG   6.50 

1849-  0    F  76.00 

1850  G  5.00 

1850-  O    VG   15.00 

1851  G  6.00 

1851-  0    G  9.00 

1852-  0    G  25.00 

1853       n/aEF  175.00 

1853  EF  32.00 

1853-  0    VF  20.00 

1854  G  4.50 

1855  G-i-  6.00 

1856-0    G  7.00 

1857       G  4.00 

1857       EF  32.00 

1858-0    EF  45.00 

1865-  S  Over  3  Rare  coin  in  AU  . .  295.00 

1866-  S    AG   7.50 

1867-  S     F  20.00 

1869       G  8.00 

1871       EF  Weak  Strike  22.00 


DOLLARS 

1843  AU   

1846-0  EF  Polished 
1849  AU   


1860-O  AU 


DIMES 

1838-0    No  Stars  G -I-  $  33.00 

1838-0    No  Stars  VG   39.00 

1842-0    Small  OVF   99.00 

1844  VF  Polished  A  Long  Time 

Ago  145.00 

1845  Double  Date  Rare  EF  .  . .  350.00 

1846  VG   90.00 

1847  F  45.00 

1859-S    VG-l-   195.00 

1870-  S     AG   79.00 

1880       AU  Reverse  scratch  but 

does  not  distract  from  this 
Rare  Coin   275.00 

QUARTERS 

1841        VF  $169.00 

1850-O    F  55.00 

1854-  0    Huge  O,  Rare,  obverse 

scratch  hurts  but  still 
nice  F/VF  375.00 

1855-  0    F  55.00 

1860       AU   110.00 

1866-S    Very  rare,  full  Fine  with 

Very  Fine  reverse  295.00 

1888-8    EF:  Tougher  than  you 

think  195.00 

HALVES 

1845       EF  $195.00 

1853-0    EF -(- Very  Rare  in  this 

grade  450.00 

1863-S     AU   149.00 

1866-S    No  Motto,  Very  scarce 

variety,  Obverse  scratches 
but  not  severe  Still  a  bargain 
atFine-t-   135.00 

1871-  8     EF  75.00 

1872-  CC  No  arrows  EF  295.00 


$395.00 
.395.00 
.395.00 
.395.00 
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DISPUTE  ON  THE  1888  S  QUARTER 

by 

Larry  Briggs 

In  recent  issues  of  the  Journal,  I  have  noticed  a  couple  of  articles  on  the 
1888-S  quarter.  In  Issue  #24  Bill  Cregan  wrote  a  very  nice  article  that 
covered  the  differences  of  three  dies  for  this  date  and  their  strikes.  He  also 
stated  that  he  felt  the  coin  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  common  dates  to 
acquire  in  choice  circulated  condition.  In  Issue  #27  Weimar  W.  White  also 
wrote  an  article  on  how  scarce  he  felt  the  1888-S  quarter  was;  and  com- 
pared it,  in  his  opinion,  to  some  of  the  rare  dates  in  that  same  period. 

As  raindrops  go,  so  go  opinions,  and  here  is  mine!  I  felt  that  at  the  time  I 
read  the  above-mentioned  articles,  both  men  may  have  been  slightly 
mislead  in  their  findings,  by  perhaps  having  bad  luck  in  locating  examples 
of  this  date.  I  have  kept  a  running  count,  since  November,  1983,  of  the 
number  of  pieces  of  the  1888-S  quarter  that  I,  myself,  have  encountered.  My 
conclusions  have  been  this:  either  I  am  the  luckiest  person  alive  who  is 
counting  the  1888-S  quarter  or  this  quarter  is  not  rare  and  definitely  not  very 
scarce  even  in  higher  grades.  I've  found  fifty-three  pieces  of  this  date  in  the 
last  six  months.  This  is  not  an  exaggeration!!  Indeed,  not  all  have  been 
high-grade  coins,  but  even  so,  fifty-three  pieces  of  this  date  in  a  six  month 
period  leads  me  to  conclude  that  this  date  is  not  rare.  Many  coins,  as  Bill 
Cregan's  article  stated,  were  not  well  struck  up,  showing  much  uneven 
wear.  But  I  still  had  accessibility  to  fifteen  pieces  which  were  struck  very 
nicely. 

I've  found  that  the  coin  has  definitely  been  available,  with  little  difficulty 
obtaining  nice  VF/AU  pieces.  As  far  as  justification  to  prices  valued  for  the 
1888-S  quarter,  I  think  the  present  price  structure  is  proper,  for  the  coin 
really  isn't  scarce.  At  every  show  I've  attended  from  November  1983  thru 
the  Central  States  show  in  May  1984,  I  have  found  three  pieces  or  more  at 
each  show  without  asking  and  without  going  through  dealers'  extra  stock 
boxes  behind  their  tables. 

In  relating  to  Weimar  W.  White's  article  on  valuation  and  rarity  for  this 
coin  as  compared  to  some  other  rare  date  quarters  of  this  period,  I  would 
disagree  upon  the  coin  being  even  remotely  compared  to  the  rarity  of  the 
1878-S,  1884,  1888,  and  1889  quarters. 

My  bottom  line  on  the  1888-S  quarter  is  that  the  date  is  definitely  not  rare 
or  even  remotely  scarce.  I've  had  no  problem  finding  examples  of  this  date 
since  the  articles  said  they  were  scarce  and  rare,  and  I  feel  that  the  present 
price  guides  are  definitely  within  reason. 

For  those  of  you  who  still  disagree  I  would  like  to  relate  back  to  my  open- 
ing statements:  "Raindrops  are  like  opinions,  there  are  many  and  everyone 
usually  has  one". .  .I've  just  showered  you  with  mine. 
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AN  1861  QUARTER,  PATTERN  OR  COUNTERFEIT 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Shown  below  are  pictures  of  an  1861  quarter  sent  in  by  Bill  Ellis  who  asks 
whether  the  piece  is  a  genuine  mint  product.  The  die  work  on  the  coin  is 
very  similar  to  that  seen  on  genuine  mint  issues,  but  there  are  enough 
discrepancies  to  conclude  that  the  piece  was  not  struck  from  the  regular 
dies  used  to  make  quarters  of  this  period. 

The  planchet  is  the  proper  diameter  and  thickness,  but  it  is  not  silver,  the 
composition  being  either  copper  or  bronze.  The  only  real  question, 
therefore,  is  whether  the  piece  is  a  pattern  struck  from  trial  dies  at  the  mint 
or  a  counterfeit  specimen  struck  from  dies  manufactured  outside  the  mint. 

Despite  the  excellent  die  work,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  piece  is 
counterfeit.  I  have  reached  this  conclusion  after  an  extensive  study  of  the 
coin  itself  and  based  the  conclusion  on  what  I  believe  to  be  sound 
technical  information.  The  reasons  for  my  conclusion  are  given  below. 

The  obverse  die  work  is  very  similar  to  that  seen  on  regular  mint  issues  of 
this  date,  but  there  are  a  number  of  features  that  seem  unusual  for  a  mint 
struck  coin.  I  have  problems  with  the  shape  of  Liberty's  head,  the  position 
of  the  fingers  on  the  staff,  and  the  shape  of  some  of  the  folds  in  the  gown. 
But  the  real  problems  occur  in  the  punches  of  the  date.  All  four  digits  are 
larger  than  the  punches  used  on  quarters  of  this  date,  and  the  digit  6  is  too 
large  in  relation  to  the  other  digits  in  the  date.  Furthermore,  the  lower  serifs 
of  the  two  1's  are  too  shallow,  the  two  inner  loops  of  the  8  too  big,  and  the 
lower  inner  loop  of  the  6  not  enough  of  an  oval.  I  just  don't  see  how  these 
date  punches  could  have  been  made  at  the  United  States  mint. 

The  reverse  die  work  is  again  very  good,  but  there  are  a  number  of  prob- 
lems throughout  the  design.  The  buds  in  the  olive  branch  are  open  and 
poorly  shaped,  the  claws  of  both  feet  are  not  properly  bent,  and  there  is  an 
untypical  weakness  in  the  design  at  the  tip  of  both  wings.  But  the  major 
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problems  with  the  reverse  are  in  the  lettering.  The  upper  serifs  of  the  T's  are 
too  shallow,  the  opening  in  the  two  D's  is  too  large,  and  the  serifs  of  many 
other  letters  too  weak.  Again  I  believe  that  the  style  of  the  letters  is  not 
typical  of  a  genuine  mint  issue  of  this  period. 

The  reeding  also  plays  an  important  role  in  the  identification  of  this  coin. 
The  reeding  is  strong  and  clear,  but  the  piece  has  more  reeds  than  the  gen- 
uine Philadelphia  issues  of  this  period.  In  fact,  this  specimen  has  more 
reeds  than  any  genuine  Philadelphia  Liberty  Seated  quarter  that  I  have  ever 
examined.  I  cannot  begin  to  justify  this  discrepancy  with  the  reeding  pat- 
terns that  prevailed  at  the  mint  during  the  19th  century. 

All  of  the  evidence  indicates  that  this  is  a  counterfeit  specimen  struck  on 
a  copper  planchet  from  dies  made  outside  the  mint  some  time  during  the 
Civil  War  era.  Any  other  conclusion  would  be  difficult  to  justify  in  view  of 
the  evidence  gathered  in  the  study  of  this  piece.  Has  anyone  seen  a  similar 
piece,  or  have  information  that  might  help  identify  the  source  of  this 
specimen? 

The  pictures  of  the  1861  quarter  were  taken  by  Don  Slouffman  at  Para- 
mount Rare  Coin  Company  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 


JOHN  GRIFFIN 

P.O.  Box  26019 

•  Denver,  Colorado  80226 

Postpaid  •  30  Day  Return  •  (303)  986-0767 

DIMES 

QUARTERS 

1860-O    VG8/Good  (Full  rim) 

$265 

1866-S     VG10/8  full  LIBERTY 

$260 

1865  Fine  

435 

1870-CC  SOLD  to  LSCC  member 

1871-CC  FA/G  

650 

1872  S    Strong  F15,  rev.  rim  cut .  . 

.295 

1873-CC  VG  slight  bend,  BERTY 

1880       XF  AU,  proof   

265 

visible  

560 

1889       XF  40+  cleaned,  not  too 

badly   

250 

QUARTERS 

1891-0    Good  8/4,  reverse  rim 

1849  0    VG-10  IBERTY  strong,  L 

75%  defined  

100 

weak,  old  cleaning   

$575 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I  received  six  responses  from  my  article  on  the  1874-CC  half  dollar  in 
Issue  #27  of  the  Journal  and  everyone  indicated  that  their  specimens  had 
the  same  die  characteristics  as  depicted  in  my  article;  however,  recently  I 
examined  a  high  grade  1874-CC  half  that  had  the  die  line  through  the  se- 
cond S  in  STATES  but  no  cowlick.  I  presume  that  this  is  an  early  die  state  of 
the  same  reverse  die. 

Bill  Bugert 
LSCC  #455 
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Your  article  on  the  damaged  die  1845-0  half  dollar  prompted  me  to  in- 
spect my  coins  of  that  date.  My  "No  Drapery"  coin  has  some  curious 
reverse  similarities  to  the  coin  you  show.  My  coin  has  a  break  in  the  left 
most  series  of  vertical  stripes  in  the  reverse  shield.  It  closely  resembles  the 
one  in  your  photo,  although  I  believe  there  are  minor  differences.  My  coin 
has  a  die  crack  from  the  D  to  the  first  S  in  STATES  as  well  as  other  reverse 
die  cracks. 

The  obverse  of  my  coin  appears  different  from  the  coin  you  describe.  I 
don't  detect  die  lines  or  cracks,  but  the  three  lower  left  stars  on  my  coin 
seem  weakly  struck.  Len  Overcash 

LSCC  #706 


John  Kroon's  survey  on  the  availability  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  based 
on  the  data  from  52  issues  of  Coin  World  contains  useful  information. 
However,  in  my  opinion,  it  does  have  some  weaknesses.  A  probable  distor- 
tion in  his  findings  revolves  around  the  fact  that  high  grade  Liberty  Seated 
dollars  or  super  rare  specimens  are  infrequently  offered  for  sale  in  Coin 
Worid  but  instead  are  sold  at  major  auctions,  selected  dealer  listings  or 
private  transactions.  Therefore,  his  calculations  showing  the  average 
grade  for  each  dollar  could  be  biased  on  the  low  side. 

Also  another  possible  distortion  may  have  occurred  in  the  figures  given 
for  the  uncirculated  1859-0,  1860-O,  1868  and  1871  dollars.  Uncirculated 
bag  quantities  of  these  dates  are  alleged  to  have  been  released  by  the 
government  in  the  1960's  and  sizeable  hoards  of  these  issues  may  still  ex- 
ist. If  true,  these  dollars  are  not  presently  part  of  the  numismatic  market. 

In  spite  of  the  108  appearances  for  the  1870-CC  in  the  survey,  this  coin  is 
anything  bui  common  in  numismatic  rarity  terms.  For  example,  my 
analysis  shows  that  this  issue  is  more  rare  than  the  popular  1893-S  Morgan 
dollar  in  circulated  and  average  mint  condition.  The  1870-CC  in  MS-65  is 
many  times  rarer  than  an  MS-65  1893-S.  The  tremendous  difference  in  the 
price  levels  between  the  various  grades  for  these  two  issues  can  be  ex- 
plained by  the  much  larger  collector-investor  base  for  the  Morgan  dollar 
series  Weimar  W.  White 

LSCC  #660 


I  read  with  great  interest  Bill  Cregan's  article  on  the  1871  and  1872 
quarters  in  Issue  #29  of  the  Journal.  Mr.  Cregan  might  well  have  added  the 
1873  No  Arrows  quarters  to  his  article,  as  they  also  have  a  similar  low  min- 
tage were  heavily  melted.  I  have  actively  tried  to  buy  any  circulated  1871  or 
1872  quarters  for  the  past  year  with  little  success.  My  checking  through 
many  price  lists,  numismatic  publications,  coin  shows  and  auctions  does 
indeed  bear  out  Mr.  Cregan's  statement  of  how  scarce  circulated 
specimens  are,  especially  the  1871  which  appears  about  one  third  as  often 
as  the  1872  or  1873.  Another  difficulty  in  collecting  these  dates  is  to  find 
fully  struck  pieces.  Most  high  grade  pieces  have  a  weakly  struck  head  on 
the  obverse  and  a  poorly  defined  LIBERTY  on  the  shield  while  the  reverse  is 
quite  sharp.  Harry  E.  Smith 

LSCC  #566 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8433  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRINGS,  MD.  20910 
TEL.  301  ■  585-8467 
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LiBERTy  Sehteo  Collectors  Club  S 
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a. 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR^:        DEALERG  COLLECTOR/OEALERD  W 

VV 

YOU  MAYD     "^Y   NOTD  f|| 
SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 


I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESQ  DIMESQ  fjl 
OUARTERSD       HALF   DOLLARSD  DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDC 


»  '  4 

II] 


SIGNATURE__  DATE 

W  Membership  Fee -$9.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  y.i 

iX  f^'"  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $9.00  to:  ^ 

James  Skwarek  •  P.O.  Box  21813 
JJL  Tuckaway  Station  •  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53221 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
pr'ovide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


